12     THE CHILD'S KNOWLEDGE OF GOD

demands of rich and poor that parents should care
for the bodies of their children, they are allowed
to starve, expose, or wilfully distort their souls.
There is great need for a Society for the Prevention
of Spiritual Cruelty to Children. In the circle in
which many of our poorer children and adolescents
move the name of God is never mentioned except
in blasphemy, and the discipline of many a home as
of many a place of work is, in the words of a head-
master of a large school in the heart of one of our
industrial centres, " a kick and a curse, and it coarsens
from the first,", Under these circumstances the
teaching which provides food of the very highest of
all values for the soul, in that when rightly given it
enriches every part and the whole of life, is, by an
unwritten law, deemed a concern of the day and
Sunday school only. " We feel that it is so important:
and precious an opportunity we have here in the
spiritual part of our work, for were it not for what
the children are taught by us they would learn
nothing," is the conviction expressed by hundreds
of devoted teachers in our slum and other schools.

In some cases, thank God, the children are them-
selves missionaries to carry the Good News to their
parents. Let two examples be recorded. A little
girl climbed on to a chair at home one evening and
recited a few carefully chosen texts she had learnt
at the slum infants' school she attended. She then
went on to tell some of the stories of Jesus she had
heard from her teacher and had been encouraged to
tell to her companions in. the classroom. Her father,
who had never known her do such a thing before,
was greatly impressed, for he had been much of a